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© PERCEPTUAL ENRICHMENT PROGRAM
Vision is the sense by which most of us orient to our surroundings. It develops through our physical interactions with our environment from infancy through adulthood, the most crucial development occurring between the ages of birth and twelve. These physical experiences serve as a base for our understanding of the visual world. Parallel development of language and thinking interweave with motor development. Together they form what we call perception.

Perception involves many aspects of thinking including: matching, remembering, recognizing familiar shapes in unfamiliar settings, recognizing a whole object from its parts, and understanding how shapes orient to each other. These concrete operations become the basis for understanding increasingly complex concepts. At a simple level, the skills needed to put together a copy a puzzle or copy a design are much like those needed to abstract math concepts using manipulative materials. When children have not yet fully mastered all the necessary developmental and perceptual concepts such as reversibility, problems arise in trying to base increasingly complex learning on an immature perceptual base. In order to think abstractly, one must have a firm understanding of how parts go together to make a whole, and be able to observe important details of objects to use as a basis for categorization.

What
The Perceptual Enrichment Program is a short-term non-academic program that uses graded perceptual tasks to train the student to fully master early cognitive and developmental concepts necessary for creative thinking and problem solving. Though many students have mastered some skills at all levels, progress to the next level requires mastery of all concepts at each developmental stage. When a stage is partially developed the student learns to compensate but lacks the necessary knowledge for processing more complex information.
Why

Students with a subjective learning style, are very limited to their own perspective. Their outward disorganization reflects an inability to organize their thoughts. The older student with limited perceptual development usually fares poorly and may give up in frustration. Intelligence is not a factor, in fact the brighter the student, the greater the frustration. Improving the student’s perceptual base makes it possible for them to bring new strategies to problem solving tasks.

Who

Students with neurodevelopmental delays may reflect those delays in cognitive and language delays. These delays may manifest themselves as difficulty understanding new concepts, processing complex language, sequencing, categorizing, attending, etc. Disorganization, either external or internal, is usually a component of the problem. All of students compensate to some degree and it is often difficult to pinpoint the area of weakness. It is important to try to understand what the underlying behaviour and learning difficulties may be. Don’t be fooled by a student whose language skills have matured early. Those student my have spatial difficulties that make understanding math concepts, spatial language concepts, and reading comprehension after 4th or 5 grade difficult.

How
The program involves the student in table top games and activities which help discover how to solve increasingly difficult perceptual problems. At the beginning levels they may include: deigns copying, simple visual logic tasks, figure ground and sequencing tasks.

Author: Patricia Theisen
